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Christian Trevino

June 15, 2016// By Erika Bruno

Meet Christian Trevifio '15. This UTSA mechanical engineering graduate student is using her artistic ability to be a
more innovative engineer.

“l decided to make it a Rowdyhead because I'm a proud Roadrunner, and | knew it was something that a lot of
other people would enjoy.”

— Christian Trevifno

Born and raised in Del Rio, Trevifio grew up with a passion for painting and a mind for engineering. When she
graduated early from high school and enrolled as a freshman at UTSA, she was uncertain of which path to follow.

"At first, | wasn't sure | should study engineering, and | was considering going to art school instead," she said.

Trevifo traveled to ltaly for a semester with students in the UTSA College of Liberal and Fine Arts to help her
decide.

"Traveling with them was when | realized | could be both an artist and an engineer, a true design engineer," she
said.
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When she returned to San Antonio, the Honors College student focused on mechanical engineering, which
appealed to her creative tendencies.

During Trevifio's senior year, Pranav Bhounsule, UTSA assistant professor of mechanical engineering, sparked
her creative side by sending her an idea for her honors undergraduate thesis. It involved walking toys from almost
a century earlier, which enticed Trevifio since she had been fascinated by wooden toys since childhood.

Together, they discussed different ways to reverse engineer one of the toys and reconstruct it using modern
technology. She created six prototypes during her senior year before she was satisfied with the Rowdy Walker.

"l decided to make it a Rowdyhead because I'm a proud Roadrunner, and | knew it was something that a lot of
other people would enjoy," she said.

Now a graduate student at UTSA, Trevifio is focusing on earning her master's degree in mechanical engineering
and eventually building a career as a design engineer. She hopes to work with her father, an inventor and

contractor.

"I see my first degree in mechanical engineering as a really strong stepping stone, and right now | am setting one
more with my master's," she said. "l really couldn't have done it without my professors, especially Dr. Bhounsule.
The guidance and support I've received at UTSA has been overwhelming."
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